
 

 
 

Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting  

Minutes for December 17, 2014 
 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday December 17, 

2014 at 1 National Life Drive, Dewey Building Montpelier VT 05620. 

 

Members of the Board: Brian Ames (Chair), Theresa Elmer (Vice Chair) Ron Wilcox, 

Pete Allard, Craig Greene, Cheryl Frank Sullivan, Craig Nolan, Grant Spates, Kevin 

Lawrence, Justin Lindholm, Steve Adams, Bob Shannon. Gary Gibbs. Absent from the 

meeting, Johanna Laggis. 

 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Commissioner), Catherine Gjessing (General 

Counsel), Col Jason Batchelder (Director of Law Enforcement), Mary Diego (Executive 

Assistant), Susan Warner (Director of Outreach), Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), Ken 

Cox (Fish Biologist) Chet Mackenzie (Fish Biologist) David Sausville (Wildlife 

Biologist) Eric Palmer ( Fish Division Director) Lael Will (Fish biologist) Bret Ladago 

(Fish Biologist) 

 

Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn, Rodney Elmer, Denise Mewes, Mrs. Nolan 

 

The Board meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM, EST by Chairman Brian Ames 

 

Approval of October 17th meeting minutes 

Theresa Elmer motioned to approve the minutes 

Grant Spates seconded the motion 

Vote: Unanimous vote to approve the meeting minutes.  

 

Drone Rule: The public comment period has ended and the Department has held a public 

hearing. Most of the comments that were received by the Department were positive. The 

only member of the public that attended the hearing was a concerned wildlife 

photographer that was relieved to find out that this rule will not interfere with his work.  

Section 6. 4. 1. Is the section where the Department is proposing to change the language 

in the originally proposed rule.  

The original language in 6.4.1 states: “It shall be unlawful for any person to take 

or attempt to take wild animals while a person is in an aircraft.”   

The proposed changes would read: “It shall be unlawful for a person in an aircraft 

to take or attempt to take wild animals.” 

 

Kevin Lawrence motioned to accept the proposed changes.   

Craig Nolan seconded the motion 

Vote: The language change to the drone rule passes unanimously 

 

Craig Greene motioned to approve the second vote on the Drone Rule. 

Kevin Lawrence seconded the motion 

Vote: The second vote for approval of the proposed Drone Rule passed unanimously 

 



 

 
 

Possible 3rd vote in January at the next Board meeting, this all depends on LCAR‘s 

schedule.  

 

Lifetime License Drawing: Every year the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department holds 

a raffle and drawing for a Lifetime Hunting and Fishing License. The drawing is always 

done at the December Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting. This year’s winner is (drawing 

done by Chair Ames) Gary Robertson of South Carolina.  

 

Proposed changes to Crow Hunting Season: The Vermont Fish and Wildlife 

Department needed to remove crow hunting from the peak of the nesting season, and in 

evaluating season options with crow hunters, several alternatives of preferred hunting 

dates were explored: mid-winter, April and August were desired hunting periods. The 

season cannot exceed 124 days as set by US Fish & Wildlife Service. The Department 

proposed three options based on input from crow hunters: 

 

1. Friday - Monday inclusive, January 15 – April 11 and August 19 – December 19, 2016 

(124 days in 2016) 

 

2. Friday - Monday inclusive, September 1, 2016 – March 31, 2017 (120 days in 2016) 

 

3. All Days, February 10 – April 10 and August 15 – October 21, 2016 (124 days in 

2016) 

 

Discussion: Crows impact agriculture crops, can carry and transmit with salmonella and 

West Nile virus, as well as be a nuisance with their droppings in populated areas.   

 

Theresa Elmer motioned to change the crow season to option number one proposed 

by the Department. 

Craig Greene Seconded the motion. 

Vote: The change to the crow season passed unanimously  

 

Discussion: The Board decided to hold a public hearing at 6:30 PM on February 25, 2015 

during a break in monthly meeting if filing of documents for APR process permits it.   

 

Proposed changes to Batten Kill: Eric Palmer, Director of Fisheries Division, 

introduced Fish Biologist Ken Cox who presented a PowerPoint on the proposed changes 

for the Batten Kill. Mr. Cox presented to the board the background, proposed changes 

and justification for the proposed changes. The proposed regulation change is as follows: 

Adopt the current test water designation as a Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board regulation 

such that:  

1. Batten Kill in the towns of Arlington, Sunderland and Manchester – All trout caught in 

that portion of the river situated between the New York State line upstream to the 

downstream side of Depot Street Bridge (VT Routes 11 and 30) in Manchester must be 

immediately released;  

2. Green River in the towns of Arlington and Sandgate – All trout in that portion of the 

Green River from its mouth on the Batten Kill upstream to its confluence with Moffitt 



 

 
 

Hollow Brook is closed to the harvest of all trout from October 1 through October 31 

annually. All trout caught must be immediately released.  

3. Roaring Branch in in the towns of Arlington and Sunderland - All trout in that portion 

of the Roaring Branch from its mouth on the Batten Kill upstream to the downstream side 

of Bridge #14 on Sunderland TH 3 in East Kansas is closed to the harvest of all trout 

from October 1 through October 31 annually. All trout caught must be immediately 

released.  

4. Warm Brook in the town of Arlington - All trout in that portion of the Warm Brook 

from its mouth on the Roaring Branch upstream to the base of the so-called Hale 

Company Dam in East Arlington is closed to the harvest of all trout from October 1 

through October 31 annually. All trout caught must be immediately released.  

 

Adjourned for dinner at 6:31 PM 

Reconvened at 6:55 PM 

 

Proposed changes for Sauger Eric Palmer Director of Fisheries Division introduced 

Fish Biologist Chet Mackenzie who presented a PowerPoint on the proposed changes for 

Sauger. Mr. Mackenzie presented to the board the background, proposed changes and 

justification for the proposed changes. Mr. Mackenzie also explained the different 

identifying characteristics of Sauger, Walleye and Saugeye. The proposed changes 

related to Sauger in §122 are as follows:  

 Separate Sauger from Walleye in §122 and set the Sauger daily bag limit at zero (no kill) 

– any Sauger caught must be immediately released. 

 

Open rule §122 for Changes.  

Grant Spates motioned to open §122 for proposed changes 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion. 

Vote: 1 against and 11 in favor; motion to open §122 for Changes passed. 

 

Discussion: There was a great deal of discussions about methods of fishing 

 

Bob Shannon motioned to amend to §122 respect to the methods of angling used. 

Flies and artificial only, to reduce hooking mortality on fish that are released. 

Craig Greene seconded the motion 

Vote: 2 in favor and 9 against the motion. Motion failed. 

 

Public hearing to be held at the Burr and Burton Academy in Manchester in the next 

couple of months. Second hearing at February Board meeting possibly.  

 

Commissioner’s Update: Provided a copy of “A Landowner’s Guide – Wildlife Habitat 

Management for Lands in Vermont.”   Deer, bear and turkey harvest reports from big 

game checking stations are being collected and we should have more definitive numbers 

for the Board in January.  It appears to have been a year without shooting incidents for all 

hunting seasons.  

 

Legislative Preparation: There are a couple of bills that may be proposed. 

 



 

 
 

1) Omnibus bill  may include the following: crossbows; disability definition; civil 

enforcement; adding authority for civil enforcement of the Department’s 

permitting programs; repeal of legacy Agriculture Furbearer statute (furbearer 

farming); allow alternates to the Waterfowl Advisory Board to make reaching 

quorum easier; make clearer the Departments authority to enforce rules on state 

shooting ranges; make  the requirement to provide an update annually of a 

lifetime or permanent license; and eliminate the setup fee for license agents who 

sell hunting/fishing/trapping licenses. 

2) Fees changes 

3) Felt-sole wader prohibition - repeal. 

4) Update of the State Endangered/Threatened Species law.  

 

Others bills the Department will likely support: Opening moose lottery for veterans up to 

those who served in all wars, not just Iraq and Afghanistan.  

 

Roundtable:   

Steve Adams: Received a couple of complaints from agents on the night before 

muzzleloader season opened about the system being down. The issue with POS wasn’t 

resolved until later the next day. Also heard about a landowner who had an antlerless 

permit that couldn’t check in deer because he didn’t have his license number on him but 

had his permit and tag.  

Bob Shannon: Traffic violation concerns.  

Ron Wilcox: pass 

Grant Spates: Read an article that suggested that the Board be made up of more “tree 

huggers” and not consumptive users. There is nothing in statute that dictates the make-up 

or requirements of Board members. 

Craig Nolan: Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone. 

Justin Lindholm: Snow removal from roads dumping in Rutland next to a small brook. 

Smaller brooks cannot take the melt-off come spring and there is a concern about it 

killing fish and aquatic life as a result. 

Craig Greene: Fine should be increased for game violations for baiting and importing 

deer from CWD areas. Asked Col about talking to district attorneys about increasing the 

fine. Interstate Wildlife Violators Compact has helped with this problem a little. 

Pete Allard: Talked to a Warden in his area that was concerned that the people of 

Fairfield and Bakersfield didn’t know that baiting deer was against the law.  

Theresa Elmer: Page 45 in law digest would be a great place to add Sauger outreach. 

Tyvek Transportation tags…wants to see them used in Vermont and put in the Law 

Digest every other year. There is a local license agent in the central Vermont area telling 

people that they do not have to tag the animal but have the tag with you (talk to Col after 

meeting) 



 

 
 

Gary Gibbs: Received a call from a gentleman that thinks that there should not be any 

doe shooting for 3-5 years. This individual is prepared to be arrested at the next deer 

hearing if his request is not responded to. Otherwise he has heard positive stories about 

deer season. Wants to know about a re-extension of the muskrat season. It has been 3-4 

years since the Board last discussed this issue.  He would like this revisited in the next 

couple of months.  Chair Ames asked Mark Scott to get back to the Board on this.  

Kevin Lawrence: Thanked Warden Greg Eckhart for his efforts to help out his brother.  

Cheryl Frank-Sullivan: pass 

Brian: The Department is in the process of updating its webpage and the minutes will 

now go onto the webpage a week after the board meeting happens. The new website will 

roll-out in mid-January.  Jack Alderage called and spoke with both Brian and Mr. Allard. 

He would like the board to allow permanent license holders to be exempt from the 

current APR.  

Craig Nolan motioned to adjourn the meeting 

Theresa Elmer seconded the motion.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM EST 

 

 

 

 

 


